Eagle Court of Honor
Opening Period
Master of Ceremonies (Nate Howlett): Good afternoon. My name is Nate Howlett and I’m pleased to serve as master of ceremonies as we honor Eagle Scout Zach Dancewicz for outstanding achievement in reaching the rank of Eagle Scout. This is indeed a special time in the life of this Scout and this troop.

	I’d like to remind you all that there will be a reception honoring our new Eagle Scout immediately following the ceremony. (Other announcements, as necessary, are made here.)

	Ladies and gentlemen, Scouts and honored guests, please rise for the invocation, presented by the Troop Chaplin, Patti Quigley, and remain standing for the presentation of the colors and the Pledge of Allegiance.

Troop Chaplin (Patti Quigley): (Presents an invocation.)

Master of Ceremonies (Nate Howlett): Color guards present colors. Scout attention, Scout salute. (Prathik, Greg. Lucas, and Nathanial, present the colors)

Jesse Quigley leads the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Master of Ceremonies (Nate Howlett): By the power vested in me by Troop 126, Spirit of Adventure Council of Scouts BSA, I declare this court of honor to be duly convened for the sole purpose of presenting the Eagle Scout Award.

Master of Ceremonies (Nate Howlett): Would Honor Guards, Prathik Ramesh and Greg Penney, please escort Eagle Scout Zach Dancewicz to the front of the room. 

(Wait until Zach is escorted to the front and seated.)

Scouting Segment: John Wayne’s Scout Law Candle Ceremony
(On a table at the front is a candelabrum with 12 candles, representing the points of the Scout Law, along with a 13th candle, representing the Spirit of Scouting. The 13th candle should be already lit.)
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Master of Ceremonies (Nate Howlett): I call upon Calvin Lemay and Jonathan Chisholm to come up and present the Scout Law Candle Lighting ceremony.

(Jonathan Chisholm should come up and hold the Spirit of Scouting candle before the audience)

 Calvin Lemay: The lit candle represents the Spirit of Scouting, a spirit which burns brightly in the heart of every Scout. Let us renew our spirit by reminding ourselves of the meaning of the Scout Law.

Calvin Lemay: “A Scout is trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly, courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful, thrifty, brave, clean, and reverent.” Nice words. Trouble is, we learn them so young we sometimes don’t get all the understanding that goes with them. I, the spirit of scouting, take care of that in my family. As each boy reaches Scout age I make sure he learns the Scout Law little by little, step by step, on his path towards Eagle.

Calvin Lemay: A Scout is trustworthy. (wait for Jonathan Chisholm to light the1st candle)

Calvin Lemay: The badge of honesty. Having it lets you look any man straight in the eye. Lacking it, he won’t look back. Keep it at the top of your list.

Calvin Lemay: A Scout is loyal. (wait for Jonathan Chisholm to light the next candle)

Calvin Lemay: The very word is life itself, for without loyalty we have no love of person or country.

Calvin Lemay: A Scout is helpful. (wait for Jonathan Chisholm  to light the next candle)

Calvin Lemay: Part sharing, part caring. By helping each other, we help ourselves, not to mention mankind. Be always full of help—the dying man’s last word.

Calvin Lemay: A Scout is friendly. (wait for Jonathan Chisholm to light the next candle)

Calvin Lemay: Brotherhood is part of that word. You can take it in a lot of directions—and do—but make sure and start with brotherhood.

Calvin Lemay: A Scout is courteous. (wait for Jonathan Chisholm to light the next candle)

Calvin Lemay: Allow each person his human dignity, which means a lot more than saying “Yes, ma’am” and “Thank you, sir.” It reflects an attitude that later in life you “wish you honored more ... earlier in life.” Save yourself that problem. Do it now.

Calvin Lemay: A Scout is kind. (wait for Jonathan Chisholm to light the next candle)

Calvin Lemay: This one word would stop wars and erase hatreds. But it’s like your bicycle. It’s just no good unless you get out and use it.

Calvin Lemay: A Scout is obedient. (wait for Jonathan Chisholm to light the next candle)

Calvin Lemay: Start at home, practice it on your family, enlarge it to your friends, share it with humanity.

Calvin Lemay: A Scout is cheerful. (wait for Jonathan Chisholm to light the next candle)

Calvin Lemay: Anyone can put on a happy face when the going’s good. The secret is to wear it as a mask for your problems. It might surprise you how many others do the same thing.

Calvin Lemay: A Scout is thrifty. (wait for Jonathan Chisholm to light the next candle)

Calvin Lemay: Means a lot more than putting pennies away, and it’s the opposite of cheap. Common sense covers it just about as well as anything.

Calvin Lemay: A Scout is brave. (wait for Jonathan Chisholm to light the next candle)

Calvin Lemay: You don’t have to fight to be brave. Millions of good, fine, decent folks show more bravery than heavyweight champs just by getting out of bed every morning, going out to do a good day’s work, and living the best life they know how against a lot of odds. Brave. Keep the word handy every day of your life.

Calvin Lemay: A Scout is clean. (wait for Jonathan Chisholm to light the next candle)

Calvin Lemay: Soap and water help a lot on the outside. But it’s the inside that counts, and don’t you ever forget it.

Calvin Lemay: A Scout is reverent. (wait for Jonathan Chisholm to light the next candle)

Calvin Lemay: Believe in anything you want to believe in, but keep God at the top of it. With Him, life can be a beautiful experience. Without Him, you’re just biding time.
	
Scouting Segment: Scout Oath Candle Ceremony
This piece gives a Scout’s-eye view of the Scout Oath. Written by Scout David McGrath, it was inspired by Red Skelton’s recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance as explained to him by a boyhood teacher.
Use two Scouts for this presentation. The first stands at attention making the Scout sign; the other stands at the lectern.
You may want to end with a Scout Oath rededication.

Master of Ceremonies (Nate Howlett): I call upon Parker Howlett and Nicholas Morad to come up and present the Scout Oath Candle Lighting ceremony.

Parker Howlett: On my honor. (Small Pause) Meaning your solemn promise; a promise that relies on your good reputation as to whether or not it will be carried out. (Pause) 

Parker Howlett: I will do my best. (Small Pause) Your best? What is it? It’s giving it all you’ve got when you’ve got something to do—and working on it with all your heart and soul and mind, all the strength and devotion you’ve got. Then you’re doing your best. (Pause)

Parker Howlett: To do my duty. (Small Pause) To do the job; to meet the responsibilities; to do what has to be done—not just halfway, not just half a job, but completely—completely and fully so that you’re proud of your work. (Pause)

Parker Howlett: To God and my country. (Pause and wait for Nicholas Morad to light the first candle)  Duty to whom? First, to God. Fulfill your religious responsibilities; uphold your religious beliefs. Second, to your country. I know you’ve been told how lucky you are to live in a free country. I hope that you are aware of it. Being told and being aware are two different things. And I hope that you will soon be aware of the responsibility you have to your country—your duty.  (Pause) 

Parker Howlett: To obey the Scout Law. (Pause and wait for Nicholas Morad to light the second candle) This is a scouts duty to himself meaning to obey it, to follow it completely, not just halfway but to live the life of virtue. And not just the first six points or the last three or every other one, but all twelve points, at all times.  Virtue is not a single act in time but something repeated daily when the situation calls for it. (Pause) 

Parker Howlett: To help other people at all times. (Pause and wait for Nicholas Morad to light the third and last candle)  This is a scout’s duty to other people. This is not an option for a scout to decide using free will but a duty, a scout’s personal responsibility.  It could mean saving a life or changing a tire or carrying a bag of groceries. To help other people, not just your family. And at all times, not just when it is convenient for you or when your Scoutmaster is watching—but at all times. And the best time is when you have to go out of your way to do it. (Pause)

Parker Howlett: To keep myself physically strong. (Small Pause)  Just what it says—physically strong; ready to defend yourself, your Scouting principles, your country. (Pause)

Parker Howlett: Mentally awake. (Small Pause) Keep alert, observing, always trying to learn. (Pause)

Parker Howlett: And morally straight. (Small Pause) In thought and actions, decide what is right and what is wrong and stand by the right. (Pause)
So there you have it. And the next time you recite the Scout Oath, don’t just say it as something you’ve memorized, but say it as something you mean.

Eagle Segment: Trail to Eagle
This segment chronicles the Scout’s climb to the Eagle rank. As the text is read, the Scouts are behind large signs showing the rank badges. (The signs from the Boy Scout Insignia Poster Set worked well for this, but that set has been discontinued by the BSA.) Ideally, your signs should be large enough so people throughout the room can see them. The signs should be spaced so that the Life sign is at the foot of the steps and the Eagle sign is on the stage. You can either mount the signs on posts or have Scouts hold them.

Master of Ceremonies (Nate Howlett): I call upon Aaron Dancewicz to come up and present the Trail to Eagle Scout.

Aaron Dancewicz: We are gathered here tonight to mark the end of a long journey, a journey up the trail to Eagle.
Many years have passed since this Eagle Candidate has joined our troop. As a new Scout, his first task was to learn about Scouting’s ideals. By pledging to live by those guidelines, he became a full-fledged Scout and earned the Scout badge. Would Ravi Jenkins please come up and present the Scout Rank.  (Light the Scout Rank candle)

Ravi Jenkins (While holding the Scout Rank card, read the statement on the back.)

“For the Scout Rank, I have to know the Scout sign and Scout salute, the Pledge of Allegiance, and how to tie a square knot. I must understand the Scout Oath, the Scout Law, and the Outdoor Code.”

Aaron Dancewicz: His new badge didn’t stay on his uniform long, however. He quickly worked through the Tenderfoot® requirements. He was now a Tenderfoot Scout. Would James Stuart please come up and present the Tenderfoot Rank. (Light the Tenderfoot Candle)

James Stuart (While holding the Tenderfoot Rank card, read the statement on the back.)

“For the Tenderfoot Rank, I had to camp in a tent and cook outdoors. I had to memorize the Scout Oath and Law, and demonstrate how to treat the American flag. I also did some physical tests and learned some first aid.”

Aaron Dancewicz: As he continued to be active in the Troop, he started to learn more outdoor skills and participated in a program on the dangers of alcohol, drugs, and tobacco. Soon he earned the Second Class® badge. Would Jonathan Morad please come up and present the Second Class Rank. (Light the Second Class candle)

Jonathan Morad (While holding the Second Class Rank card, read the statement on the back.)

“For Second Class we have to hike five miles using a compass. We also do some swim tests, learn more first aid, find signs of wild animals, show how to build a fire, handle an ax, and participate in a service project.”

Aaron Dancewicz: Soon, a year had passed. He had been involved in at least 10 Troop or Patrol activities including at least 6 campouts. He had mastered all the basic skills of Scouting upon which he became a First Class® Scout, and he truly was first class. Would Sean Falvey come up and present the First Class rank.  (Light the First Class Rank candle)

Sean Falvey (While holding the First Class Rank card, read the statement on the back.)

“For First Class, I had to do orienteering with a compass, know about plants, and had to be in charge of planning a meal and cooking over a fire. I also learned more first aid, more knots, and did more swimming tests.”

Aaron Dancewicz: At this point, he paused for a well-deserved rest. The path ahead was less clear than the path he had been following. Now he had to make some choices, with hard work and persistence, he made the decisions, completed the requirements, and earned the Star® rank. Would Alex Howlett come up and present the Star rank. (Light the Star Rank candle)

Alex Howlett (While holding the Star Rank card, read the statement on the back.)

“To get to Star, I had to serve in a Troop leadership position and had to provide six hours of service. I also earned the Eagle required Merit Badges, Swimming, First Aid, Life Saving, and Personal Fitness.” 

Aaron Dancewicz: The next rank, Life®, seemed no harder than Star. But he had already done most of the easy merit badges. He is now one step away from Eagle. Would Jesse Quigley come up and present the Life rank. (Light the Life Rank candle)

Jesse Quigley (While holding the Life Rank card, read the statement on the back.)

“For Life, I had to serve in a troop leadership role for six months as Star Scout. I was appointed Den Chief. I had to perform another six hours of service, and had to earn five more Merit Badges, such as Citizenship in the Community, Citizenship in the Nation, and Camping. I am currently working towards my Eagle Scout.” 

Aaron Dancewicz: The going got pretty tough now. He could no longer put off those really hard badges. He continues to serve the Troop in Leadership and is a valuable mentor to his fellow Scouts. He stands poised at the pinnacle of Scouting. Would Alex Boehm come up and present the Eagle Rank. (Light the Eagle Rank candle)

Alex Boehm (While holding the Eagle Rank Card, read the statement on the back.)

“While a Life Scout, I had to plan, develop, and give leadership to others in a service project. I had to earn a minimum of 21 Merit Badges including 13 Eagle required Merit Badges.”

Aaron Dancewicz: Ladies and gentlemen, Scouts and honored guests, please join me in giving Zach Dancewicz a round of applause as I ask that he is now escorted to the podium by our Honor Guard. 

Eagle Segment: The History of the Eagle
Master of Ceremonies (Nate Howlett): I call upon Alex Boehm to give the History of the Eagle

Alex Beohm: The use of the eagle to represent Scouting’s best is very appropriate. The eagle is, of course, our national bird, adorning our coins, several state flags, and the Great Seal of the United States of America.
But the symbolism of the eagle goes back much farther in time. In fact, the eagle has symbolized humankind’s best since the dawn of recorded history.
The eagle has long been a symbol of good triumphing over evil. The ancient Greeks depicted the eagle holding a serpent in its claws, much as the American eagle holds arrows and an olive branch. So too the Eagle Scout battles evil in the world with the good in himself.
Armies from ancient Rome to nineteenth-century Europe have marched under eagle standards. Sioux warriors adorned their war bonnets with eagle feathers. In the twentieth-century, an army of Eagle Scouts, more than a million strong, has gone out to build a better world for themselves and their fellow men.
Many cultures and religions, watching the eagle fly toward the sun, have associated the bird with their sun gods or God himself. To the Assyrians, for example, the eagle represented the sun god Ashur. In Hebrew scriptures, God compares himself to only two animals; the lion and the eagle. And in early Christianity, the eagle symbolized the ascension of Christ into heaven. Today the Eagle Scout continues to fly high, his gaze always fixed on his goals.
For countless centuries, the eagle has represented victory and valor, grace and beauty. The Eagle Scout represents those things, as well as the values embodied in the Scout Oath and Law.
The eagle is a rare creature. When you see one flying, you can’t help but stop and watch its graceful, exuberant soaring. The Eagle Scout is a rare creature, too. Just watch him fly.

Scout Master Minute and Presentation of the Eagle Badge
Master of Ceremonies (Nate Howlett) : It’s now time for the highlight of our program: the presentation of the Eagle Scout Award. I’d like to ask Scoutmaster Joe Dancewicz to come forward to make the appropriate presentations.

Scoutmaster Minute (Joe Dancewicz): (Talks about his experience with Zach Dancewicz).

Presentation of the Eagle Scout Badge (Joe Dancewicz): (Presents Zach with his Eagle Scout badge and certificate.) 

Master of Ceremonies (Nate Howlett): I invite Eagle Scout Zach Dancewicz to now say a few words.

Eagle Scout (Zach Dancewicz): (Talks about what he’s learned in the program, what the highlights of his time in Scouting have been, and what being an Eagle means to him. Call up his parents to present parents eagle pin. Call up his Eagle Mentor to present mentor pin. If the Scout wants to give the Scoutmaster a gift and/or his Eagle Scout advisor, this would be an appropriate time.)

Eagle Scout Charge
Master of Ceremonies: I now invite our Eagle Scout Brian Eckelkamp to come up and give the Eagle Charge.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Eagle Scout Charge (Brian Eckelkamp): The Boy Scouts of the world constitute one of the most wholesome and significant movements in history, and you, have been counted worthy of this highest rank in its membership, all who know you rejoice in your achievement.

Your position, as you well know, is one of honor and responsibility. You are a marked man. As an Eagle Scout, you have assumed a solemn obligation to do your duty to God, to Country, to your fellow Scouts, and to mankind in general. This is a great undertaking. As you live up to your obligations, you bring honor to yourself and to your brother Scouts. If you fail, you bring down the good name of all true and worthy Scouts.
Your responsibility goes beyond your fellow Scouts -- to your Country and your God. America has many good things to give you and your children after you; but these good things depend on the qualities she instills in her citizens. You are prepared to help America in all that she needs most. She has a great past, and you are here to make her future greater.
I charge you to undertake your citizenship with a solemn dedication. Be a leader, but lead only toward the best. Lift up every task you do and every office you hold to the high level of service to God and your fellow men -- to finest living. We have too many who use their strength and their intellect to exploit others for selfish gains. I charge you to be among those who dedicate their skills and ability to the common good.
Build America on the solid foundations of clean living, honest work, unselfish citizenship and reverence for God. Whatever others may do, you will leave behind you a record of which every Scout may be proud.
Presentation of American Flag
Master of Ceremonies (Nate Howlett): I now invite our Charter Org Representative Thom Gorham to come up and say a few words about duty to country and present Zach Dancewicz with the American Flag.

COR (Thom Gorham): (Presents American Flag and says a few words about duty to country using the 13 folds of the U.S. flag. Thom calls Devin Mathews and Lucas Gorham). 

1. The first fold of our flag is a symbol of life.
2. The second fold is a symbol of our belief in the eternal life.
3. The third fold is made in honor and remembrance of the veteran departing our ranks who gave a portion of life for the defense of our country to attain a peace throughout the world.
4. The fourth fold represents our weaker nature, for as American citizens trusting in God, it is to Him we turn in times of peace as well as in times of war for His divine guidance.
5. The fifth fold is a tribute to our country, for in the words of Stephen Decatur, "Our country, in dealing with other countries, may she always be right; but it is still our country, right or wrong."
6. The sixth fold is for where our hearts lie. It is with our heart that we pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, and to the republic for which it stands, one nation, under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.
7. The seventh fold is a tribute to our Armed Forces, for it is through the Armed Forces that we protect our country and our flag against all her enemies, whether they be found within or without the boundaries of our republic.
8. The eighth fold is a tribute to the one who entered in to the valley of the shadow of death, that we might see the light of day, and to honor mother, for whom it flies on mother's day.
9. The ninth fold is a tribute to womanhood; for it has been through their faith, love, loyalty and devotion that the character of the men and women who have made this country great have been molded.
10. The tenth fold is a tribute to father, for he, too, has given his sons and daughters for the defense of our country since they were first born.
11. The eleventh fold, in the eyes of a Hebrew citizen, represents the lower portion of the seal of King David and King Solomon, and glorifies, in their eyes, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
12. The twelfth fold, in the eyes of a Christian citizen, represents an emblem of eternity and glorifies, in their eyes, God the Father, the Son, and Holy Ghost.
13. When the flag is completely folded, the stars are uppermost, reminding us of our national motto, "In God we Trust."

Spirit of Adventure Council Recognition
Master of Ceremonies (Nate Howlett): I would now like to invite Director of Field Services, Jon Pleva, from the Spirit of Adventure Council, to come up to present their Certificate of Appreciation.
Jon Pleva: (Presents the SOA certificate of appreciation.) 

Massachusetts Recognition Award
Master of Ceremonies (Nate Howlett): I now invite Eagle Scout, Dave Robertson, State Representative, to come up and say a few words about duty to other people and to present to these Eagle Scouts the Massachusetts Award of Recognition. He will then lead the all the Eagle Scouts in the Eagle Scout Promise.

Dave Robertson: (Presents Massachusetts Award of Recognition and says a few words about duty to other people). 

Eagle Scout Promise
Eagle Scout Promise (Dave Robertson): Many times over the last few years, you’ve joined with your fellow Scouts in repeating the Scout Oath. Now, you will stand alone and repeat a new oath, the Eagle Scout Promise. Though the words you say are similar to those you’ve said so many times before, tonight they will mean more to you than they ever have. When you pledge yourself on your sacred honor, you will be sealing your oath with the words which closed the Declaration of Independence.

	I’d like all Eagle Scouts in the audience to stand at this time and rededicate themselves by repeating the Eagle Scout Promise with our new Eagle Scout.

	Please make the Scout sign and repeat after me:
 
I reaffirm my allegiance
To the three promises of the Scout Oath.
I thoughtfully recognize
And take upon myself
The obligations and responsibilities
Of an Eagle Scout.
On my honor I will do my best
To make my training and example,
My rank and my influence
Count strongly for better Scouting
And for better citizenship
In my troop,
In my community,
And in my contacts with other people.
To this I pledge my sacred honor.

	Two. (To Eagles in audience) Please be seated.

Master of Ceremonies (Nate Howlett): I now invite our Troop Chaplin, Patti Quigley, to come up and say a few words about duty to God and give these Eagle Scouts a blessing.  

Eagle Scout Blessing
Eagle Scout Blessing (Patti Quigley):  (Say a few words about duty to God and gives the Eagle Scouts a blessing). 

Closing Period
Master of Ceremonies (Nate Howlett): Ladies and gentlemen, Scouts and honor guest, please rise for the retiring of the colors and the closing benediction. Colors guards please come forward and retire the colors. Scouts attention, Scouts salute. (wait for the flags to reach the back of the room) Two. 

Master of Ceremonies (Nate Howlett): Please remain standing. Patti Quigley, could you please come up and give the final benediction and bless the food. 

Closing Prayer Benediction (Patti Quigley):  (Gives closing prayer and blesses food). 

Master of Ceremonies (Nate Howlett): Today has indeed been a special night. Thank you all for coming out and participating in this wonderful event. Let’s give our new Eagle Scout one more round of applause.

Master of Ceremonies (Nate Howlett): Again, thank you for coming. Please join us at the reception.
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